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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Requires contracted mowers who are mowing a right-of-way to 
notify operators of utilities in the same manner that is required for excavation or demolition 
operations. Upon receiving this notification, utility operators must stake or mark their utilities in 
the same manner as required for excavation or demolition operations. A mowing contractor 
shall not be held responsible for damage to the utility if the mowing contractor notifies the 
utility operator and the operator does not mark or stake their utilities. 
 
 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
 Other Fiscal Impact – Local government utilities who are members of 

 Tennessee One-Call will have an increase in expenditures to pay for additional 

 One-Call tickets. Depending upon the volume of One-Call tickets, the utilities 

 will hire more personnel to do staking or marking. These increases in local 

 expenditures are not quantifiable; however, it is estimated that the increase in 

 local expenditures will exceed $100,000 annually.*   
 
 Assumptions: 

 

• Mowers will call the Tennessee One-Call service to notify the utilities. 

• According to information received from the Tennessee One-Call service, member 
utilities pay between $1.30 to $1.50 for each One-Call ticket. The current per ticket price 
is $1.41. 

• A One-Call ticket is good for 2,000 feet. Multiple tickets will be called in and purchased 
for each mile that is mowed. 

• Hundreds of miles of right-of-way are mowed each year. 

• Each time a right-of-way is mowed, the utility company will re-mark or re-stake their 
lines depending upon the type of material used.  

• The number of tickets purchased and the number of staking or marking sites will 
increase. 

• Depending on the volume of tickets and the capabilities of existing personnel, local 
utility companies will hire additional staff to keep up with notification and marking 
volume. 
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• The increase in local expenditures in ticket purchases and personnel is not quantifiable, 
but is estimated to exceed $100,000 annually. 

 
*Article II, Section 24 of the Tennessee Constitution provides that:  no law of general application shall impose increased 
expenditure requirements on cities or counties unless the General Assembly shall provide that the state share in the cost. 
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